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Sunbury Blue Crab Festival: a party in Liberty County’s backyard

By Katie McGurl
What do you get when you mix
friends and neighbors, fresh seafood
cooked to order, plenty of cold beer,
and some hearty, live blues music? A
great party, of course! Set all of it on
the scenic grounds of Sunbury Crab
Company on a warm September
night, and you’ve got the Sunbury
Blue Crab Festival.
On Saturday, September 26,
guests arrived by land and sea, folding chairs in tow, to enjoy the festivities. Formerly hosted by Liberty
County at various locations over an
entire weekend, this year’s festival
was hosted exclusively at Sunbury.
Guests were able to experience the
fun at this working crab house,
restaurant, and marina, owned by the
Maley family.
At the start of the event, visitors
listened to the blues stylings of Dave
Turner Band while exploring vendors’ stalls. Clothing, boating accessories, and handmade jewelry were
among some of the items for sale.
The food tent, run by Sunbury Crab
Company Restaurant, offered fried or

steamed shrimp plates, a smoky crab
stew, steamed crab, hot dogs, hamburgers, and all the fixings.
“The food is great – just what we
expected,” said Mildred Brown, a
Midway resident who enjoyed a
steamed crab while listening to the
bands.
Those who ventured out onto the
docks could even find fresh shrimp
being sold straight off of Captain
Dennis Murphy’s boat.
As the afternoon wore into
evening, Eric Culberson Band took
the stage. Culberson’s guitar chops
and the group‘s overall sound channeled Stevie Ray Vaughan and Jimi
Hendrix. People caught the fever, and
began to dance along.
Pam Takacs and her friends were
some of the first to get up and dance.
“I’m an old groupie,” said Takacs,
a Midway, GA native. She said that
Eric Culberson was the reason she
came out to the Blue Crab Festival.
The headliner for the Festival was
Randall Bramblett Band. Bramblett,
originally from Jesup, GA, has played
with some big names in his distin-
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Above: Attendees line up for delicious
food at the Sunbury Blue Crab Festival.
Right: Festival-goers dance to the music
of Eric Culberson Band.
guished career, including Steve Winwood, Gregg Allman, The Allman
Brothers, and recently finished a tour
with Bonnie Raitt. The group took
the stage as night fell and really got
everyone going. Couples, friends, and
even children danced around, enjoy-

ing the crowd-pleasing blues. Others
savored the music from their seats
while enjoying food and drinks.
The evening came to a close with a
fireworks show over the water, and
the music of local favorites, Midway
All-Stars.
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Your Only 4 Time
Award Winning
Marine Dealership

912-832-5389
- One of Georgia’s last remaining railway haulout facilities
- Boats up to 85’
- Less stress on the hull while your vessel is being cared for!

912-832-6250
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner’s manual.

- Pressue washing, paint, prop removal/work, welding,
fiberglass – anything below the waterline!
Approximately 10 miles North of Darien on Hwy 99.
Turn right @ Ocean's Bounty sign and continue to the end of the road.

